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province of Tehamah, as the sea-coast south of Mecca

to the neighbourhood of Mokha was then and is popu-
larly still called, obeyed his bidding.

The offered assistance of 'Abd-Allah's negroid soldiery
was declined by Mohammed, who may have prudently
shunned the imputation of subjugating his own fair-
skinned countrymen by the help of a dusky and alien
race. But the democratic and yet absolutist tendency
which led the Prophet systematically to depress, and
even, where possible to destroy, the existing aristocracy
of the land had perhaps a greater share in the motives
of this refusal. In Bojeyr, alias 'Abd-Allah the Mog-
heeree, we see the type of a class thei^ recently
originated yet already preponderant in Arabia, and
which would have soon become supreme, but for the
military despotism, based on popular equality, intro-
duced by Mohammed : a system often tried, with slight
and superficial modifications, from the days of Alexander
and of the Caesars down to those of Napoleon III., and
invariably resulting in a brief and delusive splendour,
followed by rapid and irretrievable decay. Had the
aristocratic element survived, Arabia would probably
have boasted less extensive conquest, but she would
have made far greater and more durable acquisitions
in progressive civilisation and real prosperity. But
the Koranic equipartition of land and property, and
the absorption of all effective and hereditary dignity
in one only family, soon effaced the aristocracy, and
with it, by a necessary consequence, the future of the
nation. In the merchant-noble, 'Abd-Allah the Mog-
heeree, we see the fulness of a type that might have
ensured alike advance and permanence; with its
disappearance scarce a century later begin rapid
decadence and anarchical dissolution.

Two wives, one  an Arab woman of Hadramout, a